The Islamic Story about Jesus in Its Historical and Literary Ramifications
The portrayal of Jesus in the Qurʾān is characterized by a highly polemical bent. Time and again, the Qurʾān warns the hearer that God has no son. Jesus is even taken to task by God: "Did you tell mankind: take me and my mother as two gods beside God?" (Q. In addition, the fact of the crucifixion remains a bone of contention (Q. 4:157).2 Although the Qurʾān identifies Jesus both with God's w/Word and with His s/Spirit (Q. 4:171)-a fact that did not escape Christian Arab authors3-the Qurʾān emphasizes that God has no partner. In the hadith, the ninth-century post-Qurʾanic stories about Muhammad, both he and Jesus are referred to as God's slave or servant and God's messenger. 4 After the Qurʾān, other dimensions of the Islamic view of Jesus started to develop.5 The hadith, collections of stories reported to have been told by Muhammad, ascribe an important role to Jesus at the End of Times. Paradoxically, this motif went along with an emphasis on Jesus's supposed ignorance as to the specific eschatological events. Jesus asks the angel Jibrīl (Gabriel) when the Hour will come, but Gabriel does not know it either.6
